	
	Regis Pecos
Regis Pecos was born and raised at Cochiti Pueblo and is a lifetime member of the Traditional Tribal Council. He has been a Council member since 1978 and has served terms as Governor as well as Lt. Governor. 
Mr. Pecos has spent much of his professional life advancing the interests of American Indian citizens at the tribal, state and national levels. Previous posts include Executive Director of the New Mexico Office of Indian Affairs (a position he held for 16 years under four governors of the State of New Mexico), Economic Development Specialist and Director of Research for Americans for Indian Opportunity and Instructor at the Institute for the Development of Indian Law. Currently, Mr. Pecos is the Chief of Staff for the Governor of the State of New Mexico. 
Mr. Pecos also has served on numerous committees, boards and task forces at all levels of government. At Cochiti, he has been a member of the Economic Development Review Committee, the Environmental Review Committee, the Education Task Force and the Land Reacquisition Task Force; in the latter role, he led the fight to return over 35,000 acres of land to the Pueblo's control. Beyond his service to the Pueblo, Mr. Pecos has been a member of the Bernalillo Public Schools Board of Education and the Santa Fe Indian School Board, which he served as Chairman for 12 years. He has served the State of New Mexico and U.S. government as a member of the Governor's Council of Policy Advisors on Rural Economic Development, the Planning Committee for the National Indian Policy Institute, the National Task Force on Cultural Resource and Rights Protection and the National Environmental Protection Agency Pollution Prevention Environmental Education Task Force. 
In 1996, Mr. Pecos became the first American Indian to be appointed as a member of the Board of Trustees for Princeton University. In 1999, he received New Mexico's highest honor, as he was named New Mexico's Distinguished Public Servant. 
Mr. Pecos received a B.A. in history and political science in 1977 from Princeton University and is currently a Ph.D. candidate at the University of California, Berkeley. He is also the Director and co-founder of the New Mexico Leadership Institute and is devoted to bringing Native people of New Mexico together in forums to discuss the issues challenging the indigenous nations. 
 




